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Through collaborative processes in educational 

w
orkshops, w

e jointly developed a plan to open 

Yale U
rban 

D
esign W

orkshop
3 and the Eli W

hitney M
useum

4. 

in B
latchley P

ark, S
cantlebury P

ark, Trow
bridge 

Square Park and on the G
reen. These installations 

im
provisational engagem

ent by the general public 

in these neighbourhoods. 

M
y deep thanks go to the people I had the chance 

the student participants, their parents and school 

idea exchange at the bi-w
eekly m

eeting w
ith m

y 

an
d I gain

ed a lot by con
n

ectin
g w

ith
 th

e N
ew

 

H
aven com

m
unity.

the B
urger Collection at 1a space in O

ctober 20
18, 

this research-based art project developed in N
ew

 

latest w
orks inspired m

e to develop m
y w

ork to 

sam
e elem

ents that are so central to it, including 

sculptural installation, public art, social engagem
ent 

and interactivity, and how
 these can change the 

w
ay people see and understand their com

m
unities.

In January 20
17, the Yale–C

hina A
rts Fellow

ship, supported by the Yale–C
hina 

m
e to take up a six-m

onth artist residency at Yale U
niversity in N

ew
 H

aven. 

H
ong Kong, w

here I grew
 up, and w

orking in brand new
 environm

ents. Even 

though the 
1 and the Pop-up Festivals

2 

took place in June 20
17, the research on social innovation through the artistic 

G
reen &

 i.

U
pon m

y arrival in N
ew

 H
aven, the invisible tension betw

een the university 

The disparity betw
een the w

ell-to-do and poor in the com
m

unity is w
ide, and 

soup kitchen, and w
hich others m

ay skirt to avoid harassm
ent by panhandlers 

or outright crim
e. The G

reen has the capacity both to divide and to unite the 

N
ew

 H
aven com

m
unity.

H
ow

 you view
 and interact w

ith the G
reen m

ay depend on w
here you stand 

on the socio-econom
ic ladder. For this reason, I chose to target elem

entary 

ow
n view

s about w
hat happens around them

 and they can be m
ore direct 

duty to solve the problem
. I w

as m
ost interested in hearing their ideas on the 

 https://w
w

w
.artidea.org/

2 O
ne-day Pop-up Festivals take place each year just prior 

D
ixw

ell, H
ills and dow

ntow
n N

ew
 H

aven. 

Learning from
 N

ew
 H

aven 

N
otes on M

y Fellow
ship at Yale

http://w
w

w
.debesham

.com
/

3 Founded in 1992 by A
lan Plattus, then A

ssociate D
ean and 

D
esign W

orkshop (Y
U

D
W

) is a com
m

unity design centre 

https://udw
.architecture.yale.edu/

https://w
w

w
.eliw

hitney.org/ 
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w

w
.debesham

.com
/

向
紐
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